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NOTE 
Candidate MUST wear and utilise a powder horn.


Candidate MUST wear and have a water holder or bottle.


Candidate MUST show current Shotgun License


Candidate MUST show current BlackPowder License


Candidate MUST show a current SK membership Card


Candidate MUST use  the gun recorded on the Shotgun License


Candidates gun WILL be rigourously inspected and serial no. recorded.

Drilling Requirements:-

Order your Arms

Give Rest to Your Musket

Shoulder Your Musket

Give Rest to Your Musket

Order your Arms
Present

Check your Scouring Stick

Open your Pan

Fire.

Make Ready.

Discard Match

Club Your Musket and Draw your Sword.
Gun Inspection.

The gun must be in good operational order and must not have obvious damage to wooden stock causing splinters or have sharp edges on metal butt. Serpentine must be correctly operational and NOT bent.

There MUST be no evidence of rust or powder on metal fittings or inside barrel.

There SHOULD be evidence of oil in pan and in barrel.

Candidate may be required to confirm that the Gun has NOT been altered or tampered with IN ANY WAY AT ANY TIME other than by a regular registered gunsmith.

Candidate will need to confirm where the gun has been purchased from (new/second-hand).

It is unwise to present a gun with non-standard screws or fittings.

It is permissable to have a non-standard Serpentine adjuster screw as long as it is tight and useable.

The use of lacquer/varnish on the wood is frowned upon, but accepted. 

The use of Linseed oil is preferred. 

Powder Horn Inspection

The powder horn can either be of the wooden or horn variety.

It must have a correctly, and smoothly operational filler lever-screw.

It must have safety points visible to allow the end to blow off safely.

These can be either a large screw opening on the wooden base, or obvious copper ‘weak-points’ on the horn side.

How do you load your Musket?

After GIVING REST to the musket :- 

“ I ensure that the barrel is facing safely towards the sky and not toward anyone on my left, and that lit match is held in the left hand holding the barrel. I ensure that lit match is held safely and tightly to avoid possibly of misfire from sparks from dangling coals.

This ensures safety should the musket fire unintentionally”

“Holding the musket barrel in the left hand, I open the pan and CHECK FOR AND REMOVE dirt in the pan or obstructions to the hole into the barrel. If I do not do this the gun can misfire.”

“ I always PRIME THE PAN FROM YOUR POWDER HORN.

I then hold the powder horn up and operate the lever to return all spare powder into the body of the powder horn, then close the powder horn to seal it, then close the pan cover”

 “ I never prime the pan from any of the charges or bottles on the Bandelero”

“ I then close the pan and KNOCK OFF LOOSE POWDER by knocking the gun sharply a few times on the LHS accross from the pan”

“ I then lift the musket so that I can BLOW OFF LOOSE POWDER at face level.

  Lifting ensures that I am not placing my face over the pan.

 These last 2 steps ensure that there is no loose powder to fire on sparks from the match prior      to firing”

“ I then CAST ABOUT my Piece”

“ I hold the musket in the left hand with butt just above ground and PAN FACING DOWN.

This ensures no sparks can fire the weapon and allows for loading on the move.

Again I ensure that the barrel is pointing safely away from anyone nearby, including myself”.

“I then take the next available charge from the bandalero and remove the cap.

 I load the charge into the barrel holding USING ONLY THUMB AND FOREFINGER. 

 this ensures that if the charge detonates it will shoot away safely.

 OR Alternatively, using the powderhorn, I hold it vertically pointing down, shake  & with finger over the powderhorn end fill the powderhorn brass barrel with a charge and release the powderhorn fill-plunger. 

This ensures that the powderhorn is safe i.e the horn is sealled and only 1 charge can be lost or ignite.

I raise the horn, remove finger from the end of the horn & load the charge into the musket barrel.”

“I PLACE WADDING into the musket barrel quickly”

My wadding is held in my musketteer’s kit-bag and is composed of 1 Sheet of toilet tissue loosely crumpled.

My wadding must be prepared daily to avoid dampness or compression in the bag making the wadding hard.”

I remove the musket scouring stick, shorten and reverse and HOLDING WITH ONLY THUMB AND FOREFINGER push the wadding down the barrel. This ensures that if the charge detonates, only the stick will shoot away. At this time I need to take special care that the gun is pointing safely.

 I ram home 2 times and remove, shorten, reverse and replace the stick back into stick-container ensuring that while manipulating stick, I DO NOT PLACE HAND OVER MUSKET BARREL)”

“ I give rest to the musket, and hold with right hand over pan, until ready to fire.

  This protects the pan-charge from sparks and from rain in bad weather  which may produce  a hang-fire or misfire”.

“When ready to fire I blow on coal to ensure a good glow and fit to the SERPENTINE.

  I blow before fitting to ensure no free sparks are produced near the pan”

 “I check the match position after fitting by MANUALLY MOVING Serpentine I NEVER USE MUSKET TRIGGER. This ensures the match motion is controlled.”

“ On Order, I PRESENT weapon, CHECK SCOURING stick by using fingers and also showing to nearby Sergeant to make certain that the stick has not been left in musket barrel

and cannot be shot out”

 “On Order, I OPEN PAN, and use musket trigger to FIRE weapon”.

“My firing position is leaning forward with face down to the musket body and my Mondero peak down to protect me from the flash from the pan.”

“After firing, I note that the gun fires by observing sound and flash, and smoke from pan.

If gun has fired, I immediately close pan and remove match to left hand holding barrel”.

What is the safest distance to fire on people?

No closer than 20 metres, better 30 metres.

What is the safest distance to fire on horses?

50 metres, but our regiment never fires on horses.

What to do if a Pikeman or Horseman is advancing on you and is within distance?

Hold musket up vertically.

Give loud audible warning to Pikeman “HAVE A CARE, LOADED MUSKET’, 

Give loud audible warning to nearby members of Block/Sergeant ‘APPROACHING PIKE/HORSE’.

If warning ignored, repeat, and ultimately retire safely backwards away from approaching pike or horse, ignoring any orders to fire.

Why do you flash your pan?

This removes any moisture or traces of oil from the base of the barrel or the pan which could cause a hangfire.

What is the last thing you do to your musket during the battle.

Use the Scouring stick to scour the barrel by placing the stick narrow end down into the barrel

and bouncing it a few times before returning it to the holder.

Why do you Scour your barrel?

To check and confirm that the stick does bounce to indicate that there is no unfired charge left in the musket. If there is, treat as a misfire.

What is a HANGFIRE?

A hangfire is when the match has ignited a loaded musket pan but no detonation of the internal barrel charge is observed.

What do you do if you have a hangfire?

Shout out ‘HANGFIRE” and at firing position pause for 5 – 10 secs and wait for the gun to fire.

If it does not, shout “MISFIRE” inform the Sergeant and holding the gun vertically pointing upward, with pan held away from you, walk around the block NOT THROUGH IT with pan held facing away from anyone. Ensure you do NOT walk in front of firing muskets.

Then treat as for MISFIRE.

What is a MISFIRE?

A misfire occurs when either :-

- the pan powder discharges but the gun does not and hangfire procedures have

 been followed,

- neither the pan powder nor the musket charge goes off.

What do you do if you have a Misfire?

After following HANGFIRE procedures, retire to a safe place.

Pointing barrel safely away from anything or anyone, try reloading the pan a couple of times to see if the gun will fire by directly applying glowing match to the pan powder.

Before you fire warn any others by giving an audible warning “HAVE A CARE FIRING MUSKET”.

What do you do if you cannot clear a Misfire?

If you cannot clear the musket, use your water bottle to dowse any powder in the barrel and after warning the Sergeant, retire from the field to clean the gun.

How do you Draw Powder at the Powder Station?
You are required to present SK card, Shotgun & Powder Licenses, and valid SK Shot Test Card.

You are given or helped to load the allocation into your powder horn. It is helpful to have a funnel.

AT THIS POINT IN THIS PLACE ONLY load a charge, into each Bandilero charge if you intend to use them in the battle.

NEVER load Bandilero charges on the field or at camp as a spark can ignite them

Where do you store your charges before the battle?

Powder/horn/Bandelero should be stored safely in a locked cool out of sight location such as a locked Car Boot.

Can you give Powder to anyone else on or off the Battlefield?

NO NEVER except after the battle to a regimental nominated Powder officer who is to collect and return the powder after the battle to the Powder Store.

The drawer has legal responsibility for the powder at all times and this cannot be transferred.

NOR IS IT SAFE TO TRANSFER POWDER ON THE FIELD.

How do you dispose of Powder after the battle?

Excess powder MUST be either :-

- given back personally to the staff on the Powder Station after the battle.

- given to an authorised regimental officer to transport to the Powder Station.

- scattered on the ground somewhere safe and dowsed with water. 

How do you prepare for Hand-to-Hand fighting?

Ensure Musket is NOT loaded.

You CAN NEVER do hand-to-hand with a loaded musket.

Close Pan.

PLACE lit match safely on ground NEVER THROW DOWN to avoid sparks.

Hold musket butt forward, Serpentine down with left hand on barrel and right hand adjacent to BUT NEVER OVER barrel end. Ensure fingers are faceng downwards, NOT UP.

Where do you target in Hand-to-Hand?

For Men, Thighs, lower body excluding genital area.

For Women, thighs only.

Never target head or higher body.

How do you fight Hand-to-Hand with a Horseman?

Hold the musket butt high so the horseman can strike gently with his sword.

ENSURE musket is NEVER held near the horse’s head or the horse’s body OR IN SUCH

A WAY AS TO FRIGHTEN THE HORSE.

NEVER attempt to fight or strike the horseman as the horse may get spooked or even hit.

How do you strike in Hand-to-Hand?

Prod firmly but pull the weapon so bruising is minimised.

After the battle, how do you clean your Musket?

With a Gun Kit and WORM.

Firstly remove any wadding or WET charge with a WORM fitting on Kit or Stick.

REMOVE SCOURING STICK as the heat/wet may warp it so it cannot be removed.

Pour boiling water down barel until it flows clear from the pan hole.

Some suggest blocking the pan hole, filling with a few inches of boiling water then using the gun-kit cotton wad fitting to use water and motion to clean the barrel.

Can also use Gunpowder solvent as directed on label.

When water flow is clear, use Gun Kit wire brush fitting, then dry cotton fitting to clean & dry barrel. Then use a few drops of gun oil on the cotton to lightly oil the inside of the barrel.

Then clean pan, lightly oil moving parts, and lightly sand to remove damage to musket wood or metal. Rub down stock with LINSEED OIL to add protective layer.

After the Season, how do you clean your Musket?

As for after battle cleaning but additionally :-

Remove Barrel using bolt and pins.

Remove Lock.

Inspect for rust below barrel and within Lock-trigger mechanism remove.

Store metal parts in oily rag over winter.

Remove Scouring Stick and store seperately out of gun – in case it warps.

Remove wood damage and lightly oil with Linseed Oil.

Where do you store your Musket?

Muskets must be stored safely in a secure police-approved lockeable gun cabinet or fitting.
